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2018 preview
For Spring Hill, 2018 will pick up
where 2017 left off.
Projects benefitting parks, roadways,
some City facilities and the future of
broadband in Spring Hill are on the
2018 schedule.

recommendation to the City Council 7
p.m. Feb. 15 at the Community Center,
613 S. Race St., Spring Hill, on what
direction the City should take regarding
high-speed Internet.

1 Lone Elm Road Bridge repair: As a

by the Spring Hill Parks Advisory Board in
December, the new Veterans Park, situated on the west side of Spring Hill Lake, is
moving along. The design will move on to
Planning Commission where it will need
to be approved before moving to the City
Council for final approval. Construction
on the new playground at the park is set
to begin early this year and be completed
by spring. Check back in future newsletters for the final design plans.

part of a CARS Grant and Federal Fund
Exchange, this bridge near 207th Street
and Lone Elm Road is expected to be
replaced with repairs to the road.
2 Broadband Task Force recom-

mendation: After a year of hard work
and hours spent with CTC Technology
and Energy — a consulting firm hired
by the City to determine the feasibility
of a fiber-to-the-premises system — the
Broadband Task Force is set to make its

3 Veterans Park: With a design passed

See 2018, Page 4.

Council seat natural fit for Hughes
Andrea Hughes knew her path early on.
Hughes, a City Council member since
2015, said she’s always been very civic-minded.
“I went to school for
political science,” Hughes
said. “I always knew I
wanted to be involved in
my community. This was
a perfect opportunity for
me in Spring Hill.”
Growing up on the
Hughes
other side of the state line,
Hughes moved from coast to coast before
finally settling in Spring Hill in 2010 with her
husband, Jamie, she said.
“I was always growing up within a
five-minute drive of the Chiefs’ stadium
throughout my entire life,” Hughes said
with a chuckle.
She then moved across state lines to

attend Avila University and then move on to
law school at the University of Kansas, she
said. Since then, she has practiced property
law for the past eight years with her most
recent employment at Leavenworth County
as the deputy county counselor.
Spring Hill was a perfect compromise
for her and her husband, she said. Jamie is
originally from western Kansas and Spring
Hill provided the perfect opportunity to be
rural but close enough to city amenities.
At home, Hughes has two children with
Jamie: a new baby girl born in September
2016, Ginger, and a three-year-old son,
Conner, she said.
In her free time, Hughes said she enjoys
taking her children swimming, whether
it be indoors or outdoors. Her family also
enjoys working on projects at home.
See HUGHES, Page 3.
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Sewer, water rates to
be adjusted in 2018
Residents will see a slight adjustment in their water and sewer
rates beginning with the January
2018 utility bill, which will hit
mailboxes in February.
An internal rate study is prepared annually by City staff and
presented to the City Council
for consideration. The focus of
the study is to identify areas of
concern, determine whether
the fund balances are adequate
and to make a recommendation
regarding current rates.
The Spring Hill Water District
— which includes about 2/3 of
all households in Spring Hill —
water rate will increase 23 cents
to $8.34 per 1,000 gallons. The
monthly service charge will also
increase from $12.28 from $12.62.
The sewer rate will also increase from $16.14 from $16.59
for the first 2,000 gallons and
from $8.22 to $8.45 for each additional 1,000 gallons for a total
increase of 68 cents. The service
charge will remain at $5.
The most recent sewer rate increase occurred in January 2015
with a decreased service charge
in January 2017. The last increase
for water was in January 2017.
Rate changes were approved at
the Aug. 24 City Council meeting.

contact us
City Hall (temporary)
102 S. Main St.

P.O. Box 424
Spring Hill, KS 66083
Main Phone: (913) 592-3664
Municipal Court: (913) 592-3624
Utility Billing: (913) 592-3626

Police Department

418 E. Nichols St.
Spring Hill, KS 66083
Phone: (913) 592-2700

Public Works and Community
Development (temporary)
502 E. Nichols St.
Spring Hill, KS 66083
Public Works: (913) 592-3317
Community Development:
(913) 592-3657
After-hours emergencies:
(913) 247-3521

Online

www.springhillks.gov
/springhillks
@springhillks

Governing Body

Mayor Steven M. Ellis

steven.ellis@springhillks.gov

Council President Chris Leaton
chris.leaton@springhillks.gov

Floyd Koder

2017 review

2017 turned out to be a record-setting year for
Spring Hill.
With building permits at an all-time high and
the City’s biggest community building and City
Hall under construction, Spring Hill remains in a
growth pattern.

1 Building permits: One of the fastest-growing cities in Johnson County, Spring
Hill’s numbers don’t lie. As of Dec. 27, the
city’s new single family home permits are
up to 150 permits, breaking a 15-year-old
record of 134 permits in 2002. Compared to
2016, the City only saw 47 new single family
home permits through November. With December’s numbers still climbing, 2017 was
the biggest year for new homes in Spring
Hill. “Using Census data of 3.0 persons per
household, 128 new homes equals 384 new
residents,” Jim Hendershot, Assistant City
Administrator, estimated in early December. “Obviously, not all homes are occupied
and some are current residents upgrading
homes but we are still growing at a rate of
300 to 325 new residents per year. At this
rate, our population could reach 10,000 in
the next eight to 10 years or sooner.”
2 Civic Center construction began: After
residents voiced concerns of needed upgrades at the Spring Hill Civic Center, City
leaders took action in late 2016 and began
the process of the Civic Center revitalization. The project is scheduled for completion in Spring 2018 and will feature a new
Municipal Courtroom and new City Council
chambers, convenient payment and reservation windows, a renovated gymnasium and
performance stage, new City Hall offices and
an upgraded courtyard among many other
features.

3 New City Park playground: After the City
was awarded a grant, the outdated playground
at City Park, Hale and Washington streets, was
replaced with a shiny, new set. With heavy spring
rains causing delays, the park was completed in
August to the delight of Spring Hill’s youngest
(and oldest!) residents. The grant also came with
a second playground set, which will be installed
at the new Veterans Park in 2018.
4 Lincoln Street Improvements Year 1: Leading into Spring Hill’s industrial park, this road
sees heavy traffic each day. In the project’s first
year, Public Works crews completed a regrade of
the drainage ditch with new rock, tore out three
sections of road and replaced it with concrete to
withstand heavy truck traffic and replaced sections of curb. In summer 2018, crews will resume
work for more improvements.

floyd.koder@springhillks.gov

Andrea Hughes

andrea.hughes@springhillks.gov

Scott Snavely

scott.snavely@springhillks.gov

Tim Pittman

tim.pittman@springhillks.gov
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REMINDERS
• Miami County large item
pickup date will be delayed
one day due to the New
Year’s Day holiday. Pickup
will be Thursday, Jan. 4.
• Regular trash pickup will
be delayed one day because
of the New Year’s Day holiday. Pickup will be Saturday,
Jan. 6.

• An additional regular City
Council meeting will be held
7 p.m. Jan. 8 at the Community Center to swear in our
newest City Council member
Chad Eckert. A reception will
take place at 6:30 p.m. before
the meeting to honor outgoing City Council member
Scott Snavely.

Aquatic Center positions now open
Our Aquatic Center is known for our
considerate, enthusiastic and dependable staff members who work together to
create a positive and safe experience for
our guests.
By joining this winning team, you can
meet new friends, earn money, have fun
and gain valuable work experience.

Currently, we’re looking for assistant
pool managers, deck attendants, swim
instructors, lifeguards, and front desk
and concessions workers. Applicants
must be 15 years of age or older.
Team members are hired on a seasonal basis for each operating season (late
May through August). Applicants must be

available for the entire season including
evenings and weekends. Returning staff
members receive an extra 25-cent raise.
Interested or know someone who fits
the bill? Apply online at www.springhillks.
gov/502/seasonaltemporary-positions
Deadline for applications is Feb. 3 or
until all positions are filled.

HUGHES: Resident feedback important to City
(Continued from Page 1)

“We’re very home-oriented,” she said.
“We do a lot of fixer upper projects around
the house.”
Recently, her family has accomplished
painting their entire home, adding a deck
onto the house and planting trees in the
yard, she said.
One of her favorite parts of being on the City
Council is hearing from residents, she said.
Stuck in the middle of two generations, Generation X and Millennials, Hughes said she can
relate to many different ages with concerns.
“I often am on Facebook or other social

media and I see citizens are talking about
something in the community,” she said. “I will
make a call to the City and I’ll ask them if they
know about this issue. I like to follow up for
people. I don’t always see what people say as
a complaint. I enjoy making a call on behalf
of people even if they don’t ask me to.”
Hughes also believes it’s extremely
important for women to be involved in their
community.
“When I was getting into politics, I didn’t
have that woman to lean on,” Hughes said. “I
find that a woman’s perspective is a little bit
different when looking at the whole perspective and I would have enjoyed that myself.

“[Women] are often serving the community behind the scenes in an informal kind of
community tightness,” she said. “They really
come together to make things work. Just
because you don’t see a lot of women on the
City Council or other boards doesn’t mean that
they aren’t there serving in another capacity.
“I encourage those women to contact me
to get involved. I would love to help women
find their path to be involved in the city.”
To contact Mrs. Hughes, call (913) 592-9610
or email andrea.hughes@springhillks.gov
You can also follow her on Facebook at
@AHughesinSpringHill

THE OUTLOOK | January 2018 | page 3

New officers complete academy

2018: Projects
(Continued from Page 1)

4 Spring Hill Lake Dam and
Spillway Improvements: The
City is expected to maintain and
repair the existing dam to meet
state compliance requirements.

Other projects set to be complete this year include the Civic
Center revitalization, which is set
for completion in the spring. The
City’s five-year Capital Improvement Program also lists year
two of the Lincoln Street project,
rehabilitation of the sanitary
sewer main lines, ground storage
tank repairs, the annual Street
Rehabilitation Program, building
improvements to the City’s salt
and sand structure, a Wastewater
Treatment Plant study and UV system upgrade for 2018’s projects.

John Merriman and Austin Ashe, front, smile after their graduation from the Johnson
County Regional Police Academy Dec. 21. The new officers had to complete a minimum of
650 hours of basic police training, which includes law knowledge; patrol and investigative
procedures; human relations; practical problems; officer safety, fitness and health; and
proficiency areas such as CPR, report writing, firearms and emergency vehicle operation.
Pictured with the new graduates (from left to right): Officer John Williams, Sgt. Lance Wipf,
Detective Deborah Rogers, Chief Richard Mann and Corporal Jese Sjorlund.

JANUARY

01

01

New Year’s Day | Happy New Year from the
City of Spring Hill! Our offices are closed for the
holiday. We will reopen 8 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 2.

04

Broadband Task Force
special meeting | 7 p.m. |
Sycamore Ridge Golf Club,
21731 Clubhouse Drive

04

Planning
Commission
meeting | 7 p.m. |
Community Center

15

Martin Luther King
Jr. Day | City offices are
closed in observance
of the holiday. We will
reopen 8 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 16.
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Public Safety
Advisory Board
meeting canceled in
observance of New
Year’s Day holiday.

02

Spring Hill Municipal Court | 8:30
a.m. | Community Center, 613
S. Race St. For municipal court
procedures, visit www.springhillks.
com/82/Court-Procedures

08 08
City Council
meeting | 7 p.m.
| Community
Center

16

Spring Hill
Municipal Court
| 8:30 a.m. |
Community
Center

Public Safety Advisory
Board special meeting | 7
p.m. | Police Department,
418 E. Nichols St.

23

Broadband
Task Force
meeting | 7 p.m.
| Community
Center

04

Large item trash day:
Miami County | Call
(913) 631-3300 at least
48 hours in advance to
schedule pickup.

11

City Council
meeting | 7 p.m.
| Community
Center

24

Large item trash day:
Johnson County | Call
(913) 631-3300 at least
48 hours in advance to
schedule pickup.

15

Parks Advisory Board
(Green Board) special
meeting canceled in
observance of holiday.

25

City Council
meeting |
7 p.m. |
Community
Center

